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got possession. In Louisiana the radical Legisla-
ture cut off all funds because the university would
not admit negroes. The establishment of the land
grant colleges was an occasion for corruption and
embezzlement.

The common schools were used for radical ends.
The funds set aside for them by the state consti-
tutions or appropriated by the legislatures for these
schools seldom reached their destination with-
out being lessened by embezzlement or by plain
stealing. Frequently the auditor, or the treas-
urer, or even the Legislature diverted the school
funds to other purposes. Suffice it to say that all of
the reconstruction systems broke down financially
after a brief existence.

The mixed school provisions in Louisiana and
South Carolina and the uncertainty of the educa-
tional situation in other States caused white chil-
dren to stay away from the public schools. For
several years the negroes were better provided
than the whites, having for themselves both all the
public schools and also those supported by pri-
vate benevolence. In Mississippi, Louisiana, and
South Carolina the whites could get no money for
schoolhouses, while large sums were spent on ne-
gro schools. The Peabody Board, then recently